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  but those who hope in the LORD 

   will renew their strength. 

  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

   they will run and not grow weary, 

   they will walk and not be faint.  Isaiah 40:31 
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2  The Children of Promise sponsored by Hillside Church of God 
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SSF FOOD PANTRY  

MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
Many thanks to the faithful volunteers who make this important ministry  
happen. At every monthly distribution there is a dedicated team working 
together to greet the clients, distribute food, and wish them God’s blessings.   
 
Once again we are putting out the need for more helpers to make this ministry 
function.  How about you?  Are you available?  Are you willing to help?   
 
    Here are a few ways you can help this ministry: 

• Volunteer every 2nd Saturday of the month to help distribute food 

• Be available to deliver food to clients who are unable to come to the 

church 

• If you have neighbors who are in need of food but do not drive, perhaps 

you can bring them or pick up their food and deliver it to them. 

• Prayerfully and financially support the Food Pantry.   

 

NEXT DISTRIBUTION:   

Saturday, March 12th, 2022 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY       

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Every Wednesday evening we gather on Zoom for Bible Study. This month we are  
beginning a new series on the names of God. Come join us to explore the many names 
of God! What’s in a name?  Come and find out. The Bible reveals many fascinating 
names and titles for God that can yield rich insights.  
 
 “To know God‘s name is to enjoy a kind of privileged access to Him. By revealing 
His name, God made Himself not only accessible but vulnerable. Not only could His 
people call on His name in prayer they could dishonor it by living in ways that         
contradicted His character”  by Author Ann Spangler.  
                     

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM  
              ZOOM Meeting ID 826 199 822 

 
 

     Study Guide:  Praying the Names of God by Ann Spangler.  
Available on Amazon, Christian Book Distributors, & Lifeway 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 

Sister Shirley Gibson leads our Sunday School Bible 
Study each Sunday   morning before our worship 
service.  The class provides relevant lessons on     
applying God’s word to our everyday lives.  This 
class is for anyone and everyone; whether you have 
never opened a Bible or you are a Bible scholar, this 
class is for you! 

 
Please join us on Zoom  

Meeting ID# 813 6657 4852. 
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New Visitor Highlight 
 

Introducing a new friend to 
Hillside Church of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please meet Josh Stokes! 
 

 In 2015, Josh Stokes and his father left England to settle in 
Daly  City.  After high school Josh pursued film production 
classes at  CSM.  
 
Coming from an atheist background, Josh began dialoging in 
Christian chat rooms in 2021 and soon recognized that Chris-
tians were interested in him as an individual.  When Josh first 
visited Hillside on January 30, it was confirmed to him that 
“the love of God” was in this place.  Josh looks forward to 
helping with Hillside’s media team.  You may reach Josh at 
dinerfilms@outlook.com.   
 

Welcome Josh to HCOG! 
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As a culture, we love to celebrate.  

From birthdays to anniversaries to  

academic achievements to athletic  

victories, we love to celebrate. My  

family recently celebrated a wedding, 

and in a couple of  months we plan on 

celebrating a graduation.  I love to  

party, and I am always ready to  

celebrate!    

 

As Christians we should be the most 

celebratory people on earth.  Not only 

do we have the greatest news with 

which to celebrate — salvation through 

Jesus Christ — but we are the  

recipients of that salvation.  We are the 

ones who were lost and are now found.  

We are the ones who were blind to the 

truth, and now we have been given new 

vision of God and His love.  We are the 

ones who were once dead in our sins, 

and have now received new life 

through the Spirit of God.  We should 

be celebrating every day!      

 

In Richard Foster’s The Celebration of 

Discipline it is fitting that the book  

concludes with the discipline of     

celebration.  Foster starts out the  

chapter by saying, “Celebration is at 

the heart of Christ.  He entered the 

world on a high note of jubilation:  ‘I 

bring you good news of great joy,’ 

cried the angel, ‘which shall come to 

all the  

people’ (Luke 2:10). He left the world 

bequeathing his joy to the disciples:  

‘These things I have      spoken to you 

that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be full’ (John 15:11).”    

 

Luke 4:16-19 tells of when Jesus went 

into a synagogue in his hometown of 

Nazareth. Jesus stood up and read from 

the scroll of Isaiah, announcing that his 

coming has    ushered in the year of 

jubilee.  This was Jesus’ “mission 

statement”:  to bring good news to the 

poor, to     proclaim freedom for the  

prisoners, to bring recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the oppressed, and 

to     proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor. How can we possibly withhold 

the shouts of jubilee and celebration?   

 

Yet for some reason we are reluctant to 

truly celebrate within the church.  Our 

times together on Sunday mornings are 

referred to as worship services, and are 

sometimes called worship celebrations, 

but often they don’t feel like  

celebrations.  I find it odd that we can 

go to a sports event, s concert, or a  

political rally and yell, scream, jump, 

shout, and get excited, yet in church we 

seem to hold back from truly  

celebrating.  I understand that we all 

come from different     traditions.  The 

tradition of the church I grew up in was 

very subdued:  very little singing, no 

clapping — ever, no outward signs of 

celebrating at all.  Yet, every Sunday 

we were reminded of Christ’s  

resurrection from the dead and the  

victory we have when we share in his 

death and resurrection. We  

acknowledged this truth, but we  

certainly did not celebrate it.    

 

Listen, I am not suggesting that we turn 

the atmosphere of our worship services 

into those similar to a football game.  

The Bible tells us to Guard your steps 

when you go to the house of God.  Go 

near to listen    rather than to offer the 

sacrifice of fools, who do not know 

that they do wrong.  Do not be quick 

with your mouth, do not be hasty in 

your heart to utter anything before 

God  (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2a).  This  

reminds us that we show proper  

reverence and respect to God when we 

gather for worship.  Yet, without a  

joyful spirit our worship services  

become dull and burdensome.     

 

Here is one of the great paradoxical 

truths of the Christian life:  joy is   

produced in our spiritual life through 

our obedience to Christ.  Joy through 

obedience!?  It seems illogical, but it is 

true.  Jesus said, Blessed are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it!”  

(Luke 11:27-28).  Our blessings come 

when we live in obedience God.   If we 

are going to be a church that genuinely 

celebrates with joy and victory, we 

must live in obedience to God’s word 

daily.  How can we expect to  live 

Monday through Saturday in such a 

way that does not bring joy or peace in 

our lives, but show up for church on 

Sundays trying to discover the joy of 

the Lord?  It can’t happen.  When we 

sing, “Trust and obey/for there’s no 

other way/to be happy in Jesus”, we are 

giving    testimony to fundamental truth 

of our faith.    

 

Every time we get together we should 

do so with a spirit of celebration -- 

even in the difficult times. I remember  

brother Timpano and I   discussing this 

very topic, wondering why folks in the 

church generally do not make  

fellowship and celebrating a greater 

priority.  He said, “We are going to 

stand before Jesus and he is going to 

say, ‘You guys blew it.  I gave you one 

chance to enjoy this life I gave you and 

to enjoy the  fellowship with one  

another, and you  didn’t do it.’   

 

How, then, do we practice the           

discipline of celebration?  The book 

offers some examples, but be warned:  

they may challenge your traditional 

approach to worship!      

 

• Sing, clap, raise your hands in  

       worship.  These are not required, 

       but they are not forbidden, either.  

       If you want to argue this with me,      

       first read Psalm 150 and then 

       come talk to me.  

• Enjoy the goodness of God in the  

       things of this earth.  Good food, 

       good fellowship, good laughter, 

       and good relationships are reason 

       to celebrate.  Not gluttony and  

       raucousness, but genuine joy. 

• Make common events into times 

       of celebration and thanksgiving. 

       the simple act of inviting people 

       to your home for a meal and  

       conversation could be a great  

       time of celebration!   

 

Nehemiah 8:10 reminds us that the joy 

of the Lord brings us strength.  Let us 

celebrate together, and be strengthened 

by the Spirit of God!   

 

Your servant in Christ,  

 

pastor mike 

        

A Message From Pastor Mike . .  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

Ash Wednesday 

3 4 5 

 

6  

         

Sunday School 
 9:30AM, 
 Worship 
 10:45AM 

 

7 8 9 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

10 11 

 

12 

Food Pantry 

8AM 

 

13 

Sunday School          
  9:30AM, 
  Worship 
10:45AM   

14 

 

15 16 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

17 18 

 

19 

20   

   Sunday School          
  9:30AM, 
  Worship 
10:45AM   
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22 

Board of 
Trustee  
Meeting  
7 PM 

23 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

24 25 26 

27 

 Sunday School          
  9:30AM, 
  Worship 
10:45AM   

28 29 30 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 
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March 2022 

Notes: 

*Pastor Mike will be on sabbatical from Feb. 14, 2022 through April 10th, 2022. 
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Hillside Church of God  
1415 Hillside Blvd.  

So. San Francisco, CA 
94080  

Phone: 650-588-6860  

Helen Wong-Church Admin T, Th, F (9am-2pm) 

Email: office@hillsidechurchofgod.com 

Email:  pastormikec@comcast.net 

Website: www.hillsidechurchofgod.com    

www.facebook.com/hillsidechurchofgod  

 

Hillside Christian Academy 
Preschool thru Middle School 
Preschool is Temporarily Closed - 

Stay tuned for more updates to come. 
School Principal: Helen Yoo-Lee 

Preschool Director: Chrissy Elliott 

 650-588-6860 x3 (academy) 

Church Mission Statement 
The mission of Hillside Church of God is to worship Jesus Christ 

as Lord, to proclaim him as our Lord and Savior, and to show the 

love of God through Jesus Christ to all persons, making disciples 

and equipping them for service.  

Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord almighty. 

Zechariah 4:6 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

02, 09, 16, 23, 30: Bible Study   

           @ 6:30 PM 

12:  Food Pantry Distribution  8AM 

22:  Board of Trustees meeting 7 PM 

 

Important Dates 

5th:    Mary Simas 

5th:   David Ibarra 

12th:  Devon Elisara 

15th:  Marco Milani 

16th:  Davylyn Perez 

17th:  Lupe Ibarra 

19th:  Rebekah Coutts 

23rd: Pam Cody 

28th: Virgie Bulanadi 

31st: Mason Elisara 
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Community Events 
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