
1 

1  

Hillside Herald  
 June 2022 



2 

2  



3 

3  

Men’s Retreat – 2022 

Live as Free Men 

    Friday, October 7, 2022 6:00 PM to 

    Sunday, October 9, 2022 11:30 AM 

 

Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as serv-
ants of God. Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 

- 1 Peter 2:16-17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Session Topics  
Live As Free Me 

Love the Brotherhood 
Fear God 

Do Good 

- Also Included -      

• Axe Throwing      
• Evening Campfires 

• Firing-Line Shooting Range 

• Great Fellowship 

• Inspiring Worship 

• Awesome Food (Tri-Tip Dinner, 

Pulled-Pork Sandwiches, etc.) 

and more! 
  

Location: 
Diamond Arrow Christian Conference Center 
15742 N Bloomfield Road 
Nevada City, CA 95959 
 
Prices: 
Mountain View Lodge (motel-type rooms) $200 
Manor House (dorm-style rooms with bunk beds) $170 
 
Link for Registration: 
https://chogncal.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1184383 
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Dave  

and  

Barbara 

Miller 

will be 

at HCOG 

on Sunday, 

July 17th 

 
Introduction: 
 
Dave Miller was an Associate Pastor at Hillside Church of God in the mid 1970s.  He and Barbara 
have been missionaries in Latin America for the past 42 years.  They started out as missionaries in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, and later became the Regional Coordinators for all of the Church of God 
 missionaries throughout Latin America. 
 
They resigned from Church of God missions in 2019 and teamed up with Biglife, a missionary  
organization they had worked alongside with for many years.  They are still in Latin America, train-
ing leaders to be disciple makers.  You can get more info. at their website:   
https://big.life/team/dave-miller/ 
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By Nate and Stacy Tateman, Global Strategy Regional Coordinators for Europe and the Middle 

East 

UPDATE ON UKRAINE—9 MARCH 2022 

We continue to receive reports on the Church of God in Ukraine. There are congregations 

spread throughout the country. Some are in cities invaded by Russia, where little communication 

is happening. 

The church in central part of Ukraine continues to serve the internally displaced people (IDPs) as 

they move from east to west. Among those staying in the church are those who have lost their 

homes. All of this is occurring with hear air raid sirens in the background as the conflict closes in 

on their city. 

Other churches further west are working to help people cross the border into Poland. Families 

are being separated at the borders, as the Ukrainian government has called up all men 18-60 

years of age to serve in the conflict, which means that these men cannot leave the country. 

  Continued on the next page. 
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Volunteers from the church are putting their lives in danger as they transport supplies from the border to 

congregations where supplies are needed. We have received reports that one person was injured and their 

van damaged due to shelling. It appears they are trying to acquire a new one to transport supplies. By doing 

so, they are jeopardizing their own lives as vehicles are impacted by the shelling as they drive through areas 

under fire. 

The Church of God across the region of Europe is also working and praying for the church in Ukraine. Some 

are taking up collections to help the churches with supplies, and others are preparing to host refugees as 

they arrive. 

Please pray for the church in Ukraine. They have already expressed their deep gratitude for your prayers and 

support. It strengthens them to know there are many praying. 

As the war moves into the third week, many of these pastors, leaders, and volunteers are exhausted—

physically and emotionally. Please continue to lift them up in your prayers and church services. 

Of course, financial help is always needed and appreciated. The funds given not only go towards helping 

these churches to provide provisions within the country but also to help refugees resettle outside of the 

country. 

You can give through the Church of God Ministries Disaster Relief Fund here: https://faithlife.com/coggm-
c/give?funds=4743. Make sure to write “Ukraine” in the comment section. 

https://faithlife.com/coggm-c/give?funds=4743
https://faithlife.com/coggm-c/give?funds=4743
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Member Highlight 

Introducing Friends to 

Hillside Church of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Cody’s mom, Elsie Perkins turns 100!! 
My mother's view of life changed dramatically when she came to faith at age 56.  She retired 

after 30 years with the Federal government and enjoyed working the next 15 years at Hawaii 

Baptist Academy. Her first mission trip was to Mexico at age 72 participating with Habitat for 

Humanity.  At 75 she spent 6 weeks as a volunteer English teacher in China.  Beginning at 

age 80, Elsie spent 3 weeks during the Christmas-New Year season in outreach with a Cam-

bodian team beginning in Phnom Peng and reaching out to numerous outlying villages. My 

mom made her 10th trip and final trip to Cambodia at age 90.  Yikes … I’m exhausted just 

recounting her movements.  The 100th birthday celebration was a small but memorable 

lunch with relatives from Seattle and Dallas.  

My mom thought this was the first time she had a birthday party, but I showed her proof her 

first party was at age 92. 

                            

         Contributor: Pam Cody  
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Member Highlight 

Introducing Friends to 

Hillside Church of God 

Starting from the top: 

 

Dan, father of the clan, is a Smart & Final Manager; mom Gina is an instructional aide 

at Panorama Elementary; Davio works at Sprouts; Enzo is a student at Lipman 

Middle School; Heather, Nathaniel’s girlfriend, attends Skyline College and is a 

partner with Nathaniel in their business - 77 Aquatics, Aquarium Services, and also 

specializing in uncommon fish. Nathaniel, the eldest, also attends Skyline College.  

The Vigil family may be relatively new at Hillside but they have a long family history: 

Gina is a first cousin to Mirella Milani and Joel Timpano and niece to Mary Simas. All 

grew up attending the Italian Baptist Church in San Francisco.   

Meet  the Virgil Family! 



11 

11  



12 

12  

SSF FOOD PANTRY  

MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! 
 
 
Many thanks to the faithful volunteers who make this important ministry  
happen. At every monthly distribution there is a dedicated team working 
together to greet the clients, distribute food, and wish them God’s blessings.   
 
Once again we are putting out the need for more helpers to make this ministry 
function.  How about you?  Are you available?  Are you willing to help?   
 
    Here are a few ways you can help this ministry: 

• Volunteer every 2nd Saturday of the month to help distribute food 

• Be available to deliver food to clients who are unable to come to the 

church 

• If you have neighbors who are in need of food but do not drive, perhaps 

you can bring them or pick up their food and deliver it to them. 

• Prayerfully and financially support the Food Pantry.   

 

NEXT DISTRIBUTION:   

Saturday, June 11th 2022 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY       

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Every Wednesday evening we gather on Zoom for Bible Study. This month we are  
beginning a new series on the names of God. Come join us to explore the many names 
of God! What’s in a name?  Come and find out. The Bible reveals many fascinating 
names and titles for God that can yield rich insights.  
 
 “To know God‘s name is to enjoy a kind of privileged access to Him. By revealing 
His name, God made Himself not only accessible but vulnerable. Not only could His 
people call on His name in prayer they could dishonor it by living in ways that         
contradicted His character”  by Author Ann Spangler.  
                     

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM  
              ZOOM Meeting ID 826 199 822 

 
 

     Study Guide:  Praying the Names of God by Ann Spangler.  
Available on Amazon, Christian Book Distributors, & Lifeway 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 

Sister Shirley Gibson leads our Sunday School Bible 
Study each Sunday   morning before our worship 
service.  The class provides relevant lessons on     
applying God’s word to our everyday lives.  This 
class is for anyone and everyone; whether you have 
never opened a Bible or you are a Bible scholar, this 
class is for you! 

 
Please join us on Zoom  

Meeting ID# 813 6657 4852. 



14 

14  

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MIKE 

 

MY LAST WORD 
 

Grace and peace to you all.  It is hard to believe that this is my last newsletter article.  I reckon that I’ve con-

tributed close to 300 articles over the past three decades, and I am not sure what to write in my final install-

ment.  Well, you know me – I always have something to say!  

 

First of all, Virginia and I were blown away by the incredible send-off the church gave us.  Seeing so many 

people at church was awesome.  Hearing the kind words spoken during the luncheon and reading the heartfelt 

messages written in the many cards we received touched our hearts deeply.  The generosity shown through the 

gifts we received was truly overwhelming. I’ve always said that the folks at Hillside are the best people I’ve 

ever known, and Virginia are blessed beyond words by the outpouring of love that has been shown to us.  We 

are humbled, and we are grateful. 

 

The next several months will be a challenge for HCOG.  Please don’t take this as a negative.  God presents 

challenges to us to help us grow and to test our faith.  For better or for worse, Hillside has had the same pastor 

for almost 30 years.  For many of you I’ve been the only pastor you’ve had at our church, and now the process 

of finding a new pastor begins.  This will be a challenge and a blessing all at the same time.   

 

As the church moves forward, please allow me to humbly offer my advice as you search for your new pastor: 

1. Trust your leaders.  Of course, Jesus is the head of the church (Colossians 1:17-18), and in order for 

the church to function properly he has placed his leaders in his church.  Hebrews 13:17 says:  
17 Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over 

you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no benefit to you.  The Elders have a huge responsibility, and they graciously ac-

cept this challenge because they love the Lord and they love the church.  I urge you to pray for them 

and encourage them. Do not show dissention.  The church has recognized God’s calling on their 

lives, and you have accepted them as your leaders.  Therefore, allow them to lead!   

 

2. Try to take yourself out of the equation.  This is often difficult because we all have preferences and 

opinions.  Sometimes God wants to do something new and different but we resist because it doesn’t 

fit into our way of thinking, or it may be inconvenient to us.  Instead of thinking about how things 

may impact us, let’s try to think how some changes may be a blessing to others, especially the un-

churched.  The Elders may start to lead the church in a direction that is unfamiliar to you, but that 

doesn’t mean it’s going the wrong way.  If you find yourself struggling with where the church is 

heading, ask yourself why.  What is it that makes you uncomfortable or hesitant?  If the answer is 

centered on you, then maybe that is what needs to be addressed.  If the Elders make a proposal or 

decision that you are not comfortable with, then unless you can find a Biblical reason why the 

church should not make this change, you should submit to the church’s leadership, make yourself 

available to assist in moving forward, and give glory to God!  

 



15 

15  

3. Greet the interim pastor with love and hospitality.  Do not make he and his wife feel like temporary 

guests or outsiders.  Instead, embrace them and love them like you have for Virginia and I.  The in-

terim pastor has a difficult job helping the church get ready to search for and, ultimately, call a new 

pastor.  He and his wife will not know anyone here, and they will be living in an unfamiliar territory.  

He is coming to serve the congregation for a short time in order to help the church prepare for and 

call a new pastor.  His job is not to choose a pastor for you, but to guide you in discovering the pas-

tor whom God has called to Hillside.  He will need all of your support. 

 

4. Work hard to get/remain healthy.  A healthy church is a church where there is unity in the faith, Bib-

lical teaching and preaching, ongoing discipleship, and involved members.  In order for the church 

to move forward in a healthy manner some unresolved need to be addressed.  The merger process 

was a difficult one for the church, and there is still healing that needs to take place.  Healing cannot 

happen by sweeping issues under the rug.  Instead, we need to be able to show love, grace, and for-

giveness as we discuss moving forward.  An unhealthy church will try to ignore these types of is-

sues, but that is not who God calls us to be.  Also, in a healthy church everyone is involved in the 

life of the church and its ministries and fellowship.  God has given each of you spiritual gifts to be 

used to build up and encourage the church body.  A church cannot expect to be healthy if only 20% 

of its people are doing most of the work.  Imagine how it would look if everyone – EVERYONE! – 

allowed themselves to be used by the Lord in the church.  And be committed to the fellowship!  

Make yourself available for each other.  Open your homes.  Break bread together and share life to-

gether.   

 

5. Pray for the new pastor.  God has already chosen the new pastor, and He is preparing the pastor’s 

heart to come to Hillside.  Pray for Hillside to be ready to accept God’s leader.  Try not to compare 

him to any other pastor you’ve had.  The new pastor will have a different personality and will have 

different spiritual gifts. The pastor’s job is not to make us feel comfortable.  Instead, it is his calling 

to set God’s vision for the church and to equip the saints to accomplish this vision.  God will bring 

the right pastor with the perfect gifts to help the church accomplish its mission and vision.  The new 

pastor will do some things better than I did them, and might do some things not as well as I did 

them.  Treat the new pastor like you treated me – with grace, forgiveness, and patience.  Remember, 

when you call a pastor, you do so because God has presented His leader to you.  The church may do 

the hiring of a pastor, but the pastor serves God first and foremost.   

 

6. Be ready for change!  I was going to put this one first, but I was afraid that if I put “change” at the 

beginning many of you would stop reading!  I love change, but I know that many of us are fearful of 

it.  How many of us think, “Wouldn’t it be great if everything can stay the same?”  That sound good, 

but we know that nothing stays the same.  There is an old proverb that says, “You can never dip your 

foot in the same river twice.”  As the water flows the river changes.  For us time is constantly flow-

ing, and change is inevitable. Therefore, we need to be seeking God’s leading through times of 

change.  God is doing a new thing at Hillside, and there will be a new vision, new leadership, and a 

new direction for our church.  But here is the comfort:  God does not change.  You will still drive 

into the same parking lot, walk into the same building, enter into the same sanctuary, see the same 

(and new!) people, and worship the same God.  Some things change, and some remain constant.  

Blessed be the name of the Lord! 
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My friends, God wants to do great things at Hillside, and He will if the church hungers and thirsts for right-

eousness, seeks the Lord with all its heart, and loves one another with Christ-like love.  I can’t wait to see 

what God is going to do! 

 

It has been my greatest pleasure, honor, and privilege to have served as your pastor for the last 28 years.  You 

are my dearest friends, and I will miss you all.  You have shown such loving grace, patience, and forgiveness 

to me, and I am humbled by the hospitality you have shown me and my family.  Let me leave you with these 

words from Ephesians 6:23-24 -- 23 May God give peace to you, my Christian brothers and sisters, and love, 

with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 May God’s grace and blessing be upon all who 

sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ (TLB) 

 

I love you all. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mike and Virginia Coutts new address : 

 

Diamond Arrow Christian Conference Center 

15742 N Bloomfield Road, 



17 

17  

Hillside Church of God  
1415 Hillside Blvd.  

So. San Francisco, CA 
94080  

Phone: 650-588-6860  

Helen Wong-Church Admin T, Th, F (9am-2pm) 

Email: office@hillsidechurchofgod.com 

Email:  pastormikec@comcast.net 

Website: www.hillsidechurchofgod.com    

www.facebook.com/hillsidechurchofgod  

 

Hillside Christian Academy 
Preschool thru Middle School 
Preschool is Temporarily Closed - 

Stay tuned for more updates to come. 
School Principal: Helen Yoo-Lee 

Preschool Director: Chrissy Elliott 

 650-588-6860 x3 (academy) 

Church Mission Statement 
The mission of Hillside Church of God is to worship Jesus Christ 

as Lord, to proclaim him as our Lord and Savior, and to show the 

love of God through Jesus Christ to all persons, making disciples 

and equipping them for service.  

Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord almighty. 

Zechariah 4:6 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

08, 15, 22, 29: Weds Bible Study 6:30 PM 

11: Food Pantry  8 AM 

16: Sing & Share Worship Service 

21:       Board of Trustees meeting 7 PM 

 

The interim pastor, Ancil Abney, will start in 

mid July. 

Important Dates 

2 - Jasmine Maloa-Taulealo 

3 - Nancy Hastings 

5 - Shirley Gibson 

12 - Dan Milani 

   

            

21 – Camille Alston 

25 - Selena Freeman 

27 - Antonio Orozco 

29 -Virgilio Tugade 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Bible Study—

Cancelled 

2 3 4 

5 

Sunday School 
 9:30AM, 
 Worship 
 10:45AM 

 

6 7 8 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

9 10 

 

11 

Food Pantry 

8AM 

 

12 

Sunday School          
  9:30AM, 

  Sing & Share 
Worship 
10:45AM   

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

16 17 

 

18 

19   

    Father’s Day 

 

  Sunday School          

  9:30AM, 
  Worship 
10:45AM   

20 

 

21 

Board of 
Trustee  
Meeting  
7 PM 

22 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

23  25 

26 

 Sunday School          
  9:30AM, 
  Worship 
10:45AM   

27 28 

 

 

 

29 

Bible Study 

6:30PM 

 

 

 

30   

       

June 2022 
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Community Events 
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The San Francisco Botanical Gardens are FREE for all visitors each 
morning between 7:30-9am (enter via the main gate).  What a 
great way to start your morning off right! 

Summer Months: June to August 

This is beautiful and wondrous time to visit. This is when the Garden of 
Fragrance is bursting with color with Lavender, Salvias, and Pelargoniums 
in bloom! Also don’t miss the spectacular display in the Andean Cloud  

Forest, where the Fuchsias and Brugmansias are both bright and colorful. 

San Francisco Botanical Garden is located in Golden Gate Park, 
near the corner of Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way.   


