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AUGUST 2021 

 

SINGING, SHARING,  

&  

FELLOWSHIP  SERVICE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 
 

“Praise the LORD.  How good it is to sing 
praises to our God, how pleasant and     
fitting to praise him!”   — Psalm 147:1 

 

On Sunday, August 22 we will gather together for a 

special worship service to sing praises to God, 

share testimonies of God’s goodness, and then    

enjoy lunch together in the Fellowship Hall!  Bring a 

testimony to share, and bring a friend! 



2 

2  

YOU ARE INVITED 

TO JOIN OUR 

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM! 

 

  

  

• BE PART OF A GREAT TEAM OF MINISTERS   

• HELP ENHANCE OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

• HELP SPREAD THE GOSPEL MESSAGE BEYOND 

OUR WALLS 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR : 

 2 Servants to help with sound 

 2 Servants to help with video 

 3 Servants to help with slides 

 NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 

 

LIVE STREAM VIDEO 

IF YOU WANT TO HELP SERVE IN 

THIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY, PLEASE 

CONTACT STEVE SUEN OR PASTOR 

MIKE, OR STOP BY THE SOUND 

ROOM AFTER SERVICE AND SPEAK 

WITH ONE OF OUR TEAM MEMBERS. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  
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RETIREMENT  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

After 26 years and 5 days of protecting and serving the citizens of San Francisco, Inspector 

Sergeant Tim Kiely is officially retired! Tim and Lisa have escaped the cold wind of SSF and 

are enjoying their new home in Maricopa, AZ, where the average temperature is 88.5 degrees. 

While we miss them, we wish them well in their new adventure.  Here is their contact info:   

      Tim and Lisa Kiely 

      43969 W. PaloAliso Way 

      Maricope, AZ  85138 

Selena Freeman served in the Student Health Services at San Francisco State University for 22 

years.  She will be splitting her time between SSF and Oakdale, where she will be helping take 

care of her beautiful grandchildren.  Congratulations to a true servant of the Lord! 
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SSF FOOD PANTRY  

MINISTRY NEEDS YOU! 
Many thanks to the faithful volunteers who make 
this important ministry happen. At every monthly 
distribution there is a dedicated team working     
together to greet the clients, distribute food, and 
wish them God’s blessings.   
 

Once again we are putting out the need for more helpers to make this ministry 
function.  How about you?  Are you available?  Are you willing to help?   
 
 
 

Here are a few ways you can help this ministry: 

• Volunteer every 2nd Saturday of the month to help distribute food 

• Be available to deliver food to clients who are unable to come to 

the church 

• If you have neighbors who are in need of food but do not drive, 

perhaps you can bring them or pick up their food and deliver it to 

them. 

• Prayerfully and financially support the Food Pantry.   

This is only once a month, and your help is needed.   
Please contact Clark Gibson for more details. 

 

NEXT DISTRIBUTION:  

Saturday, August 14 
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
“When God calls you and me to know Him and experience Him, He 
wants more than a fan club. He wants an intimate relationship.” 

  
You go to church, read your Bible, and participate in Bible study groups—yet 
you still feel something is missing in your relationship with God.  You want 
more.  Develop the kind of relationship that goes beyond intellectual 
knowledge, emotions, and actions as you… 

• cultivate a more heartfelt closeness to God 
• experience the power of His presence 
• connect in an abiding relationship with Jesus  
 

As you become more intimately bonded in love with God, you will come to 
know Him as He really is. 
 
 
 

WHO:    All Men! 

WHAT:  Sharing Life.  Growing in Faith. Encouraging Holiness.  

HOW:    Through fellowship, study, prayer, and accountability 

WHEN: Next Meetings:  August 8 & 29 

TIME:   Pizza at 6:00.  Discussion at 6:20. 
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ZOOM YOUTH GROUP 

*WEDNESDAYS: Small Groups: 5:00 - 6:00 

                  Game Night:   6:00 - 6:45  
*YOUTH GROUP:  FRIDAYS @ 6:00 - 8:00 PM 

EMAIL ANDREW AKARD FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

hcogyouthgroup@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY       

1 Samuel  

 
 

Every Wednesday evening we gather on Zoom for Bible Study.  
This month we are beginning a new series on 1 Samuel.   
1 Samuel tells of Israel’s transition from being a nation of judges to 
being a nation of kings.  As the nation seeks worldly power and      
success, God continuously reminds His people that success comes 
from a right relationship with Him.    

 

                      
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM  

              ZOOM Meeting ID 826 199 822 
 
 

     Study Guide:  The Wiersbe Bible Study Series:  1 Samuel 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday Mornings @ 9:30 

Sister Shirley Gibson leads our Sunday School Bible 
Study each Sunday   morning before our worship 
service.  The class provides relevant lessons on     
applying God’s word to our everyday lives.  This 
class is for anyone and everyone; whether you have 
never opened a Bible or you are a Bible scholar, this 
class is for you! 

 
Please join us on Zoom  

Meeting ID# 434 017 312. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 @ 7:00 PM 

Inspired by the book of Job, Trust tells the story of Daniel Rainwater, an everyday guy 

whose life is falling apart. As his marriage to Sarah begins to crumble when he loses 

his job and he thinks that life couldn’t get any worse, it does. Bitter toward God and 

going nowhere fast, Daniel must learn to trust God again before he loses it all for good. 

Trust asks the age-old question, “How do we trust God when life is falling apart?” The 

movie carries a thread of relevancy to everyone that no matter what you’re going 
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The Myth of “Instant Gratification Christianity” 
How to be patient while waiting for God’s answer to prayer  

The 21st century has given birth to dozens of great advances in terms of technology. Anything you 
could possibly think of is available at your fingertips or at a push of a button. 

However, there is an added effect. Because of these advancements, we can get goods and services 
faster than we could a decade or two ago. Don’t know what I mean? Let me give you some            
examples: 

If you are hungry and don’t want to get up and make something or open your fridge to see what’s 
inside, you can go to websites or apps like Doordash or Grubhub to get something from a restaurant 
and get it in a half-hour to an hour.  This service is even available for fast foods like McDonald’s and 
Burger King.   

What if you want an article of clothing or a household essential, and don’t want to drive to the    
nearest Target and waste gas (I wouldn’t blame you though considering the price of gas these days.)?  

With Amazon, you can get it within a couple of hours, or at most a day or two, if it’s in stock. Even 
stores like Target and Walmart have this type of service.   

While all these things may seem like they have a more positive connotation than negative, there is an 
issue. It’s “instant gratification”. That means you “fill that hole”, or quench something of yours 
quickly; A side effect, or to some an added benefit of these technological advancements.  

This means, as Christians, some of us come to expect that gratification when it comes to the requests 
we make to God each day. We want our answer or our problem solved immediately after we say 
“Amen”. As discussed many times before in this publication, we have to wait for God’s timing, 
which is the subject of this month’s piece. Also being discussed will be why instant gratification 
cannot come with being a Christian, hence the title including the word “Myth”.  
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Let's start with what the word says about prayer in the first place.: “...but in every situation, by    
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” - Philippians 
4:6-7 

Here, Paul is writing a letter to the people about their faith. Notice that nowhere in that passage does 
he mention that "your answer will come immediately". There is no instant gratification when it 
comes to prayer, except of course when you first come to accept Christ. Pastor Mike likes to      
mention one of the church members who said that “that is one prayer that God will always answer           
immediately.” 

With that said, how does a Christian, living in an age where just about everything is instant, develop 
patience? I will admit, in my own walk, I have found it harder to develop patience for many things. 
That includes an answer from God about something that I’ve prayed for. I am also extremely        
confident that I’m not the only one who has gone through something like this. 

To start your process of developing patience, look first to God’s word. Many verses relate to         
patience in the bible, but the one that I’m gonna kick off with is from Ecclesiastes 3:11 —“He has 
made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart, yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”  

This means that since God has made everything in this world in time, he can make us beautiful in 
time as well. Remember what it says in Philippians 1:6 — “...he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Those verses can help with your mindset of trying to develop patience. If you know that He’s still 
working on you, you can say to yourself, “Ok, God’s still working on me. I know this will come 
eventually.” 

Another way that could be helpful is to pray, though it may not be easy.  Praying for patience is 
probably one of the hardest things to pray about. Especially now, going back to the earlier points 
about how instant our culture has become.  However, it can be easy to start praying this way: “God, 
thank you for this day. Forgive me for being impatient and stubborn, and help me to find  patience as 
I continue on my walk with you.” 
 
A simple prayer like that can start the process of shedding that stubborn and impatient nature, and 
helping you get more patient about the things you pray about, or in general. 

We might live in a culture that is fueled by instant gratification, and our walk with God should not 
be expected to be the same. Look to his word, pray for patience, and remember that it is not to our 
timing but His timing.  

 

— Many thanks to Brother Marco for his insightful articles.  Marco will be transferring to the    
Academy of Art in San Francisco to study journalism.  Remember to keep Marco in your prayers 
as he continues his studies and seeks God’s leading in his life.  In the meantime, we look forward 
to reading his articles every other month!  
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A WORD FROM PASTOR MIKE . . . 

GOD WANTS TO DO A “NEW THING” 
Leaving what's behind I close the door 

I'll not dwell on what has gone before 

I know God is doing a new thing 

It's springing up and I can see it 

It's all around and I can feel it 

I know God is doing a new thing  

God is doing a new thing 

God is doing a new thing 

God is doing a new thing in this place  

                                                                   CCLI Song # 3030684  Lara Martin  © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing 

There is a tendency for preachers to take passages of Scripture out of their original   context in order 

to satisfy the message they are trying to teach.  The doctrine may be correct, but they use a verse or a 

passage that really does not fit properly into the context.  One such passage comes from Isaiah 

43:18-19a — “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up:  do you not perceive it?”  I have heard many sermons using this  passage        

suggesting that we put aside traditional ways of doing things in the church because the Holy Spirit is 

doing a new work in the lives of His believers.  While I believe that the Holy Spirit is always     

working in our lives, and there comes a time to start new traditions, a closer examination of this   

passage will show us a  more complete picture of what God is saying through Isaiah.  

 

First, let’s look at this passage from a broader perspective: 

This is what the Lord says— 

    your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

“For your sake I will send to Babylon 

    and bring down as fugitives all the Babylonians, 

    in the ships in which they took pride. 
15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, 

    Israel’s Creator, your King.”  
6 This is what the Lord says— 

    he who made a way through the sea, 

    a path through the mighty waters, 
17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 

    the army and reinforcements together, 

and they lay there, never to rise again, 

    extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 

     18 “Forget the former things; 

            do not dwell on the past. 

     19 See, I am doing a new thing! 

           Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

     I am making a way in the wilderness 

         and streams in the wasteland. 

  20 The wild animals honor me, 

         the jackals and the owls, 

     because I provide water in the wilderness 

         and streams in the wasteland, 

     to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

     21     the people I formed for myself 

         that they may proclaim my praise.  
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Isaiah was a prophet to Judah in the 8th century B.C.  He foretold of the destruction of Jerusalem by the    
Babylonian army, and the subsequent exile of the survivors to Babylon.  However, Isaiah also prophesied 
how God would eventually release the exiled and allow them to return to Jerusalem.  This is what this      
passage is about.  Follow the steps: 

1. God will defeat the Babylonians (vv. 14-15). 

2. God reminds them of how He led Moses and defeated Pharoah’s army hundreds of years ago (vv. 
16-17). 

3. God tells them not to keep looking back at what He has done, but look ahead to even greater things  
that He will do (vv. 18-21). 

When God says, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past”, He is not saying that we should erase 
the memory of what He has done.  Instead, He is saying, “You think that was cool?  That is nothing        
compared to what I am going to do next!  I’m about to something even greater!”  Yes, He was talking about 
delivering His people from Babylon and returning them to Jerusalem.  But He was also talking about      
something even greater:  the coming of His Son, the Messiah, who would deliver His people from sin, and 
death, and hell.   

God has done great, new things in the lives of His people.  God will 
do a great, new thing when Christ returns in His glory to bring His      
followers home to His Father’s kingdom, where we will reign with 
Him forever.  Until then, God continues to do great, new things in 
His church and in our lives. 

I believe the message for us today is this:  we know the story of how 
First Church of God in San Francisco had the vision to begin a new 
work in So.S.F., and how that faithful church sacrificed and worked 
to make sure God’s vision came to reality.  Today we are the       
beneficiaries for their faithful obedience.   

So do we “forget” the past and erase their memory?  Of course not!  How can we forget John & Virginia    
Petrovitz, Betty Martin, and many, many others who gave much of their lives for this church?  We can’t, and 
we won’t.  Yet at the same time, those dear saints have gone to Glory, and First Church of God, S.F. no   
longer exists.  So we remember, but we move forward at the same time. 

That time has gone.  Our time is now.  We praise God for what was done, and we praise God for what He is 
doing now:  “See I am doing a new thing!  Now It springs up:  do you not perceive it?”  God is doing a 
new thing now, in our time.  Let’s not miss it because we are too busy looking back, holding onto what was.  
Let’s not miss it because we are too busy looking inward, trying to hold onto what is.  Let’s experience 
God’s “new thing” by looking ahead, discovering what God is doing now in order to move His church      
forward, paving the way for the next generation of believers at HCOG. 

What does that mean exactly?  I’m not sure.  It may mean that we come together with Gracepoint Church to 
“forget the past” and form a brand new church together.  We voted as a church body to continue this process, 
and see where it leads us.  If the Holy Spirit builds this new church, praise God!  If God leads us in another 
direction as we go through the process, then praise God!  Wherever He leads us, let us continue to be united 
in our love for God, our love for HCOG, and our desire to see God glorified in us, and through us. 

With all my heart, I believe God is doing a new thing in our midst.  Let’s not miss it. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

 

pastor mike   
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August 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
     Sunday           
      School 

9:30 

 

Worship 
10:45 

2 3 4  
      Youth  
Sm. Groups 

5:00 

 

NO ADULT 
BIBLE 
STUDY 

5 6 
Youth 
Group 

6:00 PM 

7 

8 
     Sunday           
      School 

9:30 

 

Worship 
10:45   

9 10 11 
      Youth  
Sm. Groups 

5:00 
 

 Adult Bible 
Study 
6:30 

12 13 
Youth 
Group 

6:00 PM 

14 
FOOD 

PANTRY 

7:30 AM 

15 
     Sunday           
      School 

9:30 

 

Worship 
10:45 

16 17 
BOARD 

OF 
TRUSTEES 

7:00 PM 

18     

      Youth  
Sm. Groups 

5:00 

 

 Adult Bible 
Study 
6:30 

19 20 
Youth 
Group 

6:00 PM 

21 

22 
     Sunday           
      School 

9:30 

 

Worship 
10:45 

 

Lunch After 
Service! 

23 24 25 
      Youth  
Sm. Groups 

5:00 
 

 Adult Bible 
Study 
6:30 

26 27 

     Youth 
     Group 

6:00 PM 

 
 

MOVE 
NIGHT 

7:00 PM 

28 

29 
     Sunday           
      School 

9:30 

 

Worship 
10:45 

30 31     
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Hillside Church of God  
1415 Hillside Blvd.  

So. San Francisco, CA 
94080  

Phone: 650-588-6860 -- Follow voice prompt for Pastor Mike 

Email:  pastormikec@comcast.net 

Website: www.hillsidechurchofgod.com    

www.facebook.com/hillsidechurchofgod  

 

Hillside Christian Academy 
Preschool thru Middle School 

Temporary Preschool Hours: Monday-Friday  

7:30am-12:00pm 
School Principal: Helen Yoo-Lee 

Preschool Director: Chrissy Elliott 

 650-588-6860 x3 (academy) 

   School office email:   hillsidechristian@att.net 

Website:  www.hillsidechristian.com 

Church Mission Statement 
The mission of Hillside Church of God is to worship Jesus Christ 

as Lord, to proclaim him as our Lord and Savior, and to show the 

love of God through Jesus Christ to all persons, making disciples 

and equipping them for service.  

Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says the Lord almighty. 

Zechariah 4:6 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

  5 -- Bill Holley 

  6 -- Rachel Carroll 

11 -- Bill Stevenson 

13 -- Brigitte Collins 

17 -- Marge Hill 

18 -- Janice Holley 

18 -- Michael Lee 

19 -- Lisa Timpano 

23 -- Marlee Elisara 

24 -- Chris Cain 

30 -- Joe DeMartini 

 

14: Food Pantry Distribution 

17: Board of Trustees’ Meeting 

22: Sing & Share & Brunch! 

27: Movie Night — 7:00 PM 

29: Men’s Fellowship  6:00 PM  

Important Dates 


